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Mr. Chairperson, Distinguished Delegates, Colleagues and Friends,

I would like to congratulate you, Mr. Chairperson, and other members of the bureau on your election
to this committee. I thank you for this opportunity to present the Note by the Secretary-General on the
Activities of the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM). I want to thank, in particular,
UNIFEM Consultative Committee members — representatives of Estonia, Chile, Korea, Norway and Sudan —
for their guidance and support throughout the year.

Guded hy jts strareeic plan, 2008-2Q13 (DP/2007/45) TINTFEM works. with envernmenrs ¢jvil

soctety and UN partners to strengthen women’s economic security and rights; end violence against women,
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governance in conflict and non-contlict situations. The report before you (A/64/164) reviews results in all

[our areas. igsunnort pf the overall epal of supnortne counrrieggo jnolpmenr commirments o gender

cquality and women’s empowerment in line with their national priorities.

Mr. Chairperson, today we are on the cusp of a new era of recognition and, we hope, action that
affirms the centrality of gender equality and women’s émpowerment to achieving development, equality and
peace. Last month the General Assembly adopted a resolution on system-wide coherence (A/RES/63/311)
expressing strong support for uniting the four UN gender-specific entities -- UNIFEM, OSAGI, the Division

for the Advancement of Women and INSTRAW -- mto one entity that i is ed by an under secretary- general.
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L Strengthening women’s economic security and rights

~ Reaching 71 countries in 2008, UNIFEM continued to respond to requests 10 strengthen the
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Reaching 56 countries in 2008, UNIFEM’s support to end violence against women prioritized
implementation of laws and policies, strengthening formal and informal justice systems as well as the security
sector to respond to women’s rights, and involving key actors, including men and boys and faith-based
leaders. Prevention is a key focus, including as part of an initiative with UNICEF and UNFPA targeting
adolescents. At the policy level, UNIFEM supported partners to secure end- violence provisions in national
development and poverty reduction strategies in 5 countries; to draft and adopt laws and policies in 15
countries to address multiple forms of violence including domestic violence and female genital mutilation;
and to secure justice system reforms in 4 countries.

T%gp_nrgnn;smmhem are avershadowed bv numbers tharadd o t0 2 pandemic of staggering

proportions and a response that is still much too weak . An estimated 150 million girls under 18 suffered
some form of sexual violence in 2002 alone. From 100 to 140 million girls and women have experienced
female genital mutilation and live with its repercussions. Over 60 million girls worldwide are child brides and
80 per cent of the 800,000 people who are trafficked annually are women and girls.
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