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Mr. Chairperson,
Distinguished delegates,
Colleagues and friends,

I am honoured to address the Third Committee of the General Assembly in my capacity as
the Chairperson of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women that
oversees the implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women by its 186 States Parties. The Convention’s Optional Protocol, which mandates the
Committee to receive and consider petitions and inquire into allegations of grave or systematic
violations of the Convention, has now been accepted by 98 States parties, most recently by
Turkmenistan and Guinea Bissau. There are 55 acceptances of the amendment to article 20,
paragraph 1 of the Convention concerning the Committee’s meeting time. The acceptance of two-
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the assessment of follow-up reports submitted by States parties at its forty-fifth session in January
2010.

Mr. Chairperson,
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The Commlttee continued its 1nteract10n with the spemahzed agencws and other bodles of
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Committee participated in a seminar on women of concern to UNHCR co-organized by OHCHR
and UNHCR. It continued to benefit from joint information submitted on countries under
consideration by United Nations country teams, and encouraged the entities of the United Nations
system to expand this practice and, in particular, to make such information available to the
Committee’s pre-session working group, as well as to undertake follow-up activities on the basis of
the’ Commxttee s concludmg observations at the country level. The participation of non-
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stakeholders pursue their efforts to ensure the effective implementation of the Convention at
national level.







