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Mr. Chairman,

Let me from the outset express my delegation’s appreciation to you and the members of the
Bureau for the excellent manner in which you are conducting the work of the Committee.

My delegation welcomes the report of the Secretary-General on measures taken to implement the
Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the outcome of the twenty-third special session
of the General Assembly on Women.

My delegation aligns itself with the statement made by the Sudan on behalf of the Group of 77
and China.

Mr. Chairman,

As we are making the necessary preparations at the United Nations to commemorate the 15%
anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action in 2010, Eritrea is marking the
30th Anniversary of the National Union of Eritrean Women (NUEW). It was founded in 1979
during Eritrea’s armed struggle for independence with the clear objective of achieving equality
between women and men by promoting the creation of better political, economic, social and
cultural opportunities for women as well as by advocating for fundamental change in the way
women were treated and perceived in a deeply traditional Eritrean society.

The National Union of Eritrean Women, which enjoys the full support and cooperation of the
Government of Eritrea, has been holding recently several workshops and discussions in several
parts of the country to assess how wide and deep the changes it has been seeking are and what
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enough to outlaw discriminatory laws and practices. It requires concerted efforts directed at
addressing and correcting the root causes that give rise to gender imbalances.

With this in mind, the advancement of women is viewed as key component of my country’s
major policy issue. No legal or constitutional barrier stands on the way of women from using
their full potential in any endevour of their choosing. Women’s equality with men is
constitutionally guaranteed without any limitation to their full participation in all spheres of life.
The commitments made in international fora, such as, the Beijing Declaration and Platform for
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national strategy that promote the needs and interests of women in different fields. The national
strategies on gender, education, poverty reduction, health and food security, all respond to the
needs of Eritrean women and girls in order to address the underlying conditions that have put
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As a result of these strategies there are greater awareness about women’s rights and the need to
empower women. Women in Eritrea, despite ominous societal and structural constraints, have
been able to achieve certain progresses in several areas of concern. Whether it is access to
education, primary health care and clean drinking water or rural micro-credit, or introduction of
improved communication systems and electrification of rural areas, women have been known to
benefit the most from such initiatives of the government.

The poor that are too poor to borrow money from commercial banks, have been benefiting from
access to micro-credit programmes. The Government has established the Savings and Micro
Credit Programme (SMCP) as a component of the Eritrea Community Development Fund
(CDF). It is the largest micro-credit provider in the country, operating in all the six regions of the
country. It has to date established several village banks with thousands of customers, of whom
women are the majority.

Noting that sustainable development and elimination of poverty cannot be attained without full
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National Health Policy. As an outcome to the government’s efforts, maternal mortality ratio has
decreased to 450 live births; provision of basic essential obstetric care by health facilities

increased from 28% to 69.9%; and hospitals that currently provide comprehensive essential
obstetrics have reached 69.9%.

Mr. Chairman,

Violence against women comes in many forms, including the widespread of female genital
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