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It is fitting that in this year, the 15 year review of the Beijing Declaration and Platform
for Action, new institutional arrangements for the advancement of gender equality have
been put in place at the highest level, the United Nations. CANZ applauds the
establishment afUN Women. UN Women will provide an integrated and comprehensive
mechanism to promote equality for women and girls and facilitate better coordination of
global efforts. We welcome the appointment of Michelle Bachelet as the Head of UN
Women and look forward to the establishment of a strong and accomplished Executive
Board which is representative of all regions of the world, including the Pacific.

We applaud also the establishment last week by the Human Rights Council of the new
Working Group on Discrimination against Women in Law and Practice. This new
mechanism will be able to provide the necessary sustained follow-up and tailored advice
to States, which is simply not possible under the other existing mechanisms.

By way of example, and as underscored in the recent study by OHCHR on preventable
maternal mortality and morbidity and human rights, the impact of discriminatory laws,
policies and practices is demonstrated by the unacceptably high number of women who
continue to die due to preventable causes in pregnancy and childbirth. CANZ is pleased
that much political will has been demonstrated on the issue of matemal mortality and
morbidity during the last 12 months. That politicalpolitica88 0 Td
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Mr. Chairperson,

Finally, we commend the renewed focus and efforts taken by the UN and member states
this year to achieve gender equality. The establishment of UN Women and renewed
international efforts to dramatically accelerate MDG progress and implementation of the
UN Security Council resolutions on Women, Peace and Security provides an
unprecedented opportunity to coordinate and redouble our efforts to deliver gender
equality and improve the status of women around the globe.
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