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Mr. Chairman,

At the outset, let me express the appreciation of the Egyptian delegation of
the valuable briefings today by Ms. Zou Xiaoqiau, vice-Chair ofCEDAW, and Ms.
Rashida Manjoo, the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and
consequences and to the other briefmgs, and start by aliening my remarks with the
statement
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Egypt looks forward to the new entity commencing its actIvIties at the
earliest. We also look forward to the election of the new executive board to make
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Mr. Chairman,

The Egyptian Government puts women at the forefront of its agenda, with
strong support from the First Lady of Egypt. Egypt has embarked on an ambitious
course to enhance gender equality, eliminate all forms of discrimination against
women providing women and girls with all necessary services, including education
and health care, particularly in rural areas, and enhance womenallal.225j
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• Economic Empowerment: Our social fund for development plays a significant role
to empower women economically as it launches programs such as House hold
small- micro credit program designed to support women with families, aiming at
granting micro- interest free loans to women heading households for the purpose of
income generating projects that would improve standards ofliving.

On other levels, Egypt continued to playa significant role. The First NAM
First Ladies Summit held in Sharm El Sheikh in July 2009 provided a good
opportunity for a rich interactive debate on best practices and lessons learned in
relation to gender equality and empowerment of women. The Second NAM first
ladies Summit held on the margins of FAO Summit in Rome in November 2009
provided also an opportunity to identify concrete steps to be played by NAM first
ladies to address issues of food security and support the role of women in
agriculture.

Moreover, Egypt will be hosting the NAM office for the advancement of
women for Africa and the Arab states members of the NAM, as well as the center
for the advancement of women of the states members of the Organization of
Islamic States.

Egypt also played an essential role for the establishment of the Arab Women
Organization in March 2003 under the umbrella of the League of Arab States and
fully supports the implementation of its mandate and enhancing its role to promote
gender equality and the empowerment of Arab women.

As an example of the support by the Egyptian society to our national and
regional efforts, the Suzanne Mubarak's International Movement of Women for
Peace is the first women initiative for peace in the Middle East. It plays a
significant role in guaranteeing women empowerment and promoting the culture of
women participation. The Movement provides a vital example for the societal
efforts that includes academic institutions, NOOs, private sector, mass media,
artists, scientists and leading of the society. It also provides a vital example of
cooperative relations with UN specialized agencies and organizations, in addition
to peace institutions.

The movement is organizing an International forum against Human
Trafficking in Luxor next December, with the aim to
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concrete actions that will assume complementarily between the legal and
cooperation frameworks.

Mr. Chairman,

Egypt will continue to play an essential role for the advancement of women
and the achievement of their full enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental
freedoms.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.




