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Mr. Chairman,

I speak on behalf of the Member States of the Caribbean Community (CARlCOM)' on
agenda item 28 (a) and (b) concerning the advancement of women. Allow me, Mr.
Chairman to congratulate you and the other members of the bureau on your election
and to assure you of the full support of CARICOM. I also wish to align our
Community with the statement made by Yemen on behalf of the Group of 77 and
China.

CARICOM commends the Secretary-General, the Vice Chairperson of the Committee on
the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and the Special Rapporteur on
violence against women, its causes and consequences, for the reports provided which
we believe would stimulate a meaningful discourse on this issue.

Mr. Chairman,

Gender equality is central to the developmental efforts of CARICOM States, which
indiVidually and collectively are working towards the achievement of the
internationally agreed objectives and programmes concerned with the empowerment
of women, such as the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the
Millennium Development Goals. In keeping with outlined priorities, the focus of the
region has been concentrated on the elimination of gender based violence and
poverty and social exclusion, particularly as it pertains to women, combating and
mainstreaming a gender perspective into HIV/ AIDS programmes, ensuring the
quantitative and qualitative preparation of women for positions in leadership and
decision-making, and the education and training of women and girls. Thoug 0 Td
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unilateral and arbitrary approaches, this Plan advocates dialogue, the strengthening
of partnerships and multilateral actions. which we in CARICOM see as essential



CARICOM States are close to or have already attained the ECOSOC endorsed target of
30% of women in positions




