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mutilation genitale feminine/excision (MGF/E). Alars que de nombreux pays

africains ont egalement adopte des plans d'action plus larges, bases sur la

cooperation avec des parlenaires cles et du personnel competent charge de la

prevention de cette pratique, cela a ete moins Ie cas dans les pays de destination

des migrants, comme Ie notre. Ainsi, la Suisse travaille actuellement sur un projet de

loi contre la pratique des MGF et souhaite accompagner cette future base legale de

mesures tout aussi indispensables de prevention, de sensibilisation et d'education.

Depuis 2008, ce processus beneficie de I'appui d'un service national de coordination

sur I'elimination des MGF.
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femmes et des filles dans Ie rapport au Conseil de securite du Secretaire general sur

les lemmes, la paix et la securite. Persuades que ces indicateurs serviront Ie

processus de mise en ceuvre, naus en avons introduits dans notre plan d'action

national revise pour la mise en ceuvre de la resolution 1325. Enfin, la Suisse

encourage la creation d'equipes de reaction rapide, comme Ie prevoit la Resolution

1888. Dans cette optique, naus semmes favorables a ce mecanisme multilateral

permanent d'intervention rapide au service de la justice (IRJ), qui permet de deployer

sans delai des experts en justice penale et peut laciliter nos efforts communs pour

faire avancer la cause des femmes, de la paix el de la securite.

Cette annee, nous avons revu notre plan d'action national pour y inclure les

dernieres evolutions et les enseignements tires de I'experience de cas deux

demieres annees. Nous encourageons les Etats qui ne I'ont pas encore fait a
preparer un plan d'action national, mesure qui s'est averse en Suisse un Dutil

efficace pour concretiser les



Mr. President

The empowerment of women in a broad sense is now recognized to be essential for

overcoming the continuous disrespect of women's human rights. This reflects the

important step from the victimization of women towards a more inclusive approach:

Women need to be effectively represented in the decision making process regarding

national and international law, economics, politics and other developments that

shape our world today. In other words: sened e m s n 5 b m i c s , 0



destination of migration, including our country. Switzerland is also currently in the

process of establishing a legal norm prohibiting the practise of FGM, and is

continuously working on matching the new legal basis with the equally important

measures including prevention, awareness raising and education. Since 2008 a

national coordination service on the elimination of FGM is supporting this process.

Another example is the fight against Domestic Violence, where SWitzerland,

together with many other countries has taken the necessary and urgent steps in

order to address domestic violence effectively and with a long term perspective.

Since 2003 a govemmental specialized violence prevention unit is supporting the

national measures taken by the Swiss Confederation and is concentrating its work on

combating violence in relationships between cohabiting and separated couples,

taking into account the situation of both the victim and the perpetrator.

Mr. President, let me now address the second topic, the implementation ot UN

Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security.

Although during the last ten years progress has been made throughout the world in

implementing the objectives of Resolution 1325 much work lays ahead of us in the

area of women, peace and security.

Some important measures that should eventually lead to a more effective

implementation of UNSCR 1325 are formulated in last yea(s Resolutions on women,

peace and security - UNSCR 1888 and 1889. As a consequence, the new SRSG on

sexual violence in conflict, Margot Wallstr6m, was nominated and has now visited the

Democratic Republic of Congo, where the recent serious incidents of sexual violence

against women already put this new mandate to the test. Moreover, a set of global

indicators was created. Switzerland especially welcomes in this regard the inclusion

of indicators related to the sexual and reproductive health of women and girls in the

Secretary General report to the Security Council on Women Peace and Security. We

are positive that these indicators can help to pvsh the implementation process

forward and have



Rapid Response Mechanism, a multilateral stand-by facility to deploy rapidly criminal

justice and related professionals that can be a suitable tool also for our common

efforts in the area of women, peace and security.

This year we have revised our national action plan to include new developments as

well as lessons learnt of the past two years. We encourage Stales that have not done

so yet to draft national action plan as it has proved to be an effective tool in the

implementation of the objectives of UNSeR 1325 in Switzerland. We are ready to

share the lessons we have learnt and best practices in this regard.

Finally, only a few days after the High level Summit on the MDGs, we would like to

remind, that the pace of progress toward the MDGs greatly depends on the respect

of basic human rights. With regard to sexual and reproductive health, Switzerland

believes that factors which lead to high prevalence of maternal mortality, such as

unwanted pregnancies, restricted family planning, unsafe abortions and sexually

transmitted diseases, often have their roots in the structural violence that jeopardizes

women's lives, bodies, psychological integrity and freedom.

Thank you, Mr. President.




