


Mr. Chairman,

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to address the Third Committee on Agenda
Item 28: Advancement of Women.

I take this opportunity to congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, and the members of the
Bureau on your election and wish yOlJ a successful session. I would also like to
congratulate Michelle Bachelet on her appointment as the Executive Director of UN
Women and express the full support of UNFPA to advance women's empowerment,
gender equality and accountability to the world's girls and women.

It is in this spirit that two years ago, the Third Committee, and subsequently the General
Assembly adopted the first resolution (A/RES/63/158) on "Supporting efforts to end
obstetric fistula". The resolution was co-sponsored by 138 member States and
requested the Secretary-General to submit a report on its implementation. Today it is my
honour to present the Report of the Secretary-General on "Supporting efforts to end
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