


more opportunities for everyone. The various developments in Maltese society as a result of this
are evident. These include an increase in female employment and female participation in tertiary
education.

In fact, the latest policy which was issued in April 2012 further encourages every Government
Ministry to implement gender mainstreaming in policy-making, law-making and
project/programme creation processes. It reiterates that gender mainstreaming enhances the
ability of employers to make the best use of human resources and improve productivity and
competitiveness whilst giving employees the opportunity to benefit equally in society. It also calls
for the reassertion of gender equality policies and gender mainstreaming in the performance
reviews within the public administration and to prepare a report on the measures taken and the
progress achieved in the implementation of gender mainstreaming.

Mr, Chair,

On Monday the European Union delivered a Statement on behalf of the EU and its Member
States. While the statement mostly reflects Malta's stance on the advancement of women, my
delegation would like to clarify its position, as it has continuously done, with respect to the
language pertaining to the issue of sexual and reproductive health and rights.

While strongly reaffirming our strong support and commitment to the full implementation of the
Cairo Programme of Action adopted at the International Conference on Populations and
Development in 1994, and the subsequent international instruments, including the Beijing
Platform for Action, and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW), my delegation would like to reaffirm the view that any discussion and
references to rights and services in connection with reproductive health cannot take place outside
the framework of one of the most fundamental of human rights - the right to life.

Malta does not consider or perceive terms or recommendations that imply or impinge practices
resulting in abortion to be used in Malta as acceptable. The national legislation of Malta considers
the termination of pregnancy through procedures of induced abortion as illegal.

Mr. Chair,

The advancement of women and promotion of equal treatment between women and men are not
only encouraged through legislative developments, but are also complemented by various
initiatives and projects that are carried out to further implement the respective legislation. The
continuous commitment and efforts to mainstream gender equality in all policies and measures,
together with awareness raising on equality rights and responsibilities, will be crucial to further
promote gender equality and the advancement of women in Maltese society.

Thank you.


