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values can make to poverty eradication, sustainable agriculture, and indeed to our concept of life.
From here in Peru to the Philippines, and from the deserts of Australia to the ice-covered lands of
the Arctic circle, indigenous peoples have much to teach to our world.

But come to the Andean region is also to appreciate how fragile the existence of manv indjgenpus

peoples is. In this region — and in many parts of the world, too — indigenous lands, waters, languages,
health and cultures, long devastated by the legacy of colonial oppression, continue to be under grave
threat. The environment is being destroved and indigenous peoples arg top often excluded from

decisions that crucially affect the life of their communities. They suffer from prejudice, poverty, and
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Political Affairs last January 19, 2004 to follow-up on the United Nations Secretary-
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worst poverty situation in Vietnam is among the ethnic minorities'® who are found in the
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The high incidence of illiteracy and ill health among indigenous peoples is directly related to
their poverty, usually brought about by dislocation from or destruction of their ancestral
territory..”

1. In Guatemala, the literacy rate among indigenous peoples is 60%.**
The Mbororos, or the cattle Fulanis, a pastoralist, semi-nomadic people dispersed all over west
and central Africa, are generally underprivileged with accompanying high illiteracy and mortality







MDGs, the concern around poverty indicators was raised. These are basically constructed around
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These are basically non-indigenous parameters and therefore cannot capture nor adequately
reflect the realities of many indigenous peoples. The majority are still mainly engaged in
subsistence praduction. Their engacement with the market is mostlv with the local village

markets where they sell their products and the when they hire themselves out as seasonal
laborers in plantations. Thus, the $1 indicator does not make much sense for people who do not
sell their labor nor spend the bigger part of their time to produce for the market.
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among indigenous peoples is highest among those who have lost control over their lands and



Conflict of paradigms

Tn gonnirieg ié’hﬁ.m ecnnomic erowth rates are increasing. the situation for indigenous peoples has




by the Kaptai Dam Project built in the 1960s.* Around 100,000 people were displaced and
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labour market. Hongkong hosts the biggest number of Filipino overseas contract workers
(OCWs). There are around 88,000 Filipino contract workers there as of 2003. It is estimated that
arannd 10 nercent of thece come from the Cordillera reoion. most of whom are indieenous






9. Projects and programs, especially on health and education, should consider the spiritual
dimensions of good health or incorporate their traditional medicine, based on herbs an
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as hill tribes), migrant children, and children of the rural and urban poor have access to
education. However, it has tried to address this situation by targeting them for development in its

—_ Fighth Nafigng] Neyglnpment Mhawew tQ_education. some of these children

While educatlon is very 1mportant 1t can dlSO lead towards more ahenatmn from where one came
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can lessen discrimination and tendency among indigenous children to be ashamed of who they

are.
It is difficult for the indigenous children to adjﬂst_m_a_sghm]_\thghmhLusgstanu
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A Tewa Indian educator-author sums up what may be true of state education vis-a-vis indigenous
education needs not only in the United States but wherever indigenous peoples are found:

“A pervasive problem affecting the contemporary vision of American Indian education is
that its definition and evolution have always been dependent on American politics. Much

of whgt characterizes Jndia? education policy is not the result of research vredjcted upon

S ——

The basis of

contemporary American education is the transfer of academic skills and content that
prepares the student to compete in the mfrastructure of American society as it had been

relations unique in each Tribal group or geographic region.
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" recently held in the Philippines the
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In the “First National Workshop of Indigenous Women
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Women”* spelled out the problems with the failure to reflect indigenous women’s experiences:

Indigenous women's loss of access to and control over land and natural resources often
has little to do with their sex, but rather with assimilationist and other government
policies which disregard the collective character of traditional indigenous land tenure. In
the case of Suriname. for instance, issuing individual titles to indigenous women would
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This relationship between the alienation of peoples from their ancestral territory and the
destruction/erosion of their culture may very well be true among all displace/dispossessed
indigenous peoples. Wilhelmina Leigh, in her report to the U.S. Public Health Services Offices

aaWamen's Healh ciares that “ItThe nrocgss of ranid agd forged change from their original co-




Citing data from both developed and developing countries, the HDR 2004 itself has found that
indiarnongrepales Pyngrt talive shotter lives. op theaveraeg, Py 10% and 16%. respectively.”
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losing their livelihood, some have lost their personhood. The stories shared by Native
Americans and Australian Aborigines are too linked to their alienation from the ancestral
territory. In a study among American Indian vouth, if w3s noted that “adolescent bregpancv is a

widespread problem and virtually all tribal groups report that the problem is growing.
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2. The revitalization of traditional health practices which include. traditional midwifery
practices, use of traditional medicinal plants, etc. should be supported through

policies and resources.
3. Governments should revive and support the setting up of community-based health
programs which includes, among others, the training of local health workers,
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4. More resecarch should be done on common infectious diseases, particularly malaria
and tuberculosis.

5. Programs to address malnutrition of indigenous children should be undertaken. This
can include a research into the extent and causes of malnutrition and
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Safe Water and Indigenous Peoples

We also participated in the Kyoto Third World Water Forum in 2003. The panel on “Cultural
Riversd v pnd Water”was ca-nrepnized by Tehtehho with jhe Jndigepans Fnvirogman( Netwark

UNESCO. An indigenous peoples’ workshop on water was organized prior to the official
conference and this came up. w1th the Indzgenom Peoplev Kyoto Declaratzon on Water. In these
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the same breath, they are also pushing for the finance liberalization which allows for more
foreign companies to do more mining, build more plantations, and to invest in water services.
They are also the ones who are in control of the international financial institutions like the World
Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the Asian Development Bank, among others. These
continue to provide loans to extractive industries, developers of plantations, and water
development corporations who are the ones leading to the privatization of water.




Another development Wh]Ch has led to dlsplacement of indigenous peoples is the creatlon of
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2. Indigenous Peoples’ traditional resource management practices such as those in
water management, forest management, biodiversity conservation, maintaining
soil fertility and seed diversity, home gardens, etc. should be strengthened and
integrated into national resource management policies and programmes.
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Industries.

4. Free and prior informed consent of indigenous peoples should be obtained, in a
manner which is acceptable to them, before any development program or
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bodies like the World Trade Organization, they st111 have the leverage in terms of negotiations.
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Tebtebba held a “Workshop on Biodiversity, Traditional Knowledge and IPRs”, last year for

qmmnnu%]gs wbo _have heen following up this issue. We came up witk} some
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UNITED NATIONS INTERNATIONAL DECADE OF THE WORLD’S INDIGENOUS
PEOPLE

In the assessment®’ of indigenous peoples regarding the Decade, some of its objectives have been
achipved (Gains hgye alsa heep made in pglicy-making and legislation at the national levels,




The Secretary-General considers that further efforts are needed by the Member States concerned
and the international community to ensure that all indigenous peoples everywhere enjoy full
\:1—." 1 : it wn? smmma rpkle Aneneniamaonte in thoir living randitinne

COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN
The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) has undertaken several specific measures on
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that they claim

Which part of this land do
I claim

Old god sticks chanting
Carve out our names
Rotting tree trunks

Spare me the pain

of shouldering them to
their shallow graves
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I claim

Old god sticks worshipping
their names

Moonlit, in back to back

days

She eclipsed her day

Old god sticks, like in shallow

ﬁﬁ‘ itad

Know shadows to cast
in back to back days

Which part of this land do
I claim



