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The work of preventing violence against women is daunting yet the Ecological Model can provide a 
useful framework for understanding the task of preventing violence. �Long-term success in the 
prevention of violence will increasingly depend on comprehensive approaches at all levels [of the 
Ecolo
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of community mobilization. The activities are designed to help o
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Emotional Violence 
 Fifty four percent of women and 52 perce
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Lessons Learned from Community-based VAW Prevention  
 
Policy  
Community mobilization is a complex yet possible undertaking. Activists must recognize that 
comprehensive solutions need to be sought if meaningful impact is to occur. Breaking down the 
process into more manageable steps allows for more systematic and thoughtful implementation.  
 
Programs must move beyon
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For more information see Mobilizing Communities to Prevent Domestic Violence: A Resource Guide for Organizations in East and Southern Africa, Raising Voices, 2003, www.raisingvoices.org 

Community Mobilization to Prevent Domestic Violence: A Phased-in Approach 
 

Phase Objectives Focus Approach Key Discussion Points 
Community 
Assessment 

 Learn common perceptions and practices about DV 
in the community. 

 

 Develop relationships and start building trust with 
community member and leaders. 

 
 

 Strengthen capacity of staff to begin working on DV. 

Collecting information  
 

Understanding community 
 

Building relationships 
 

 

Listening, Learning, Preparing 
 

NGO identifies key stakeholders, 
begins establishing presence in 
community. 

 Do you think something should be done 
about domestic violence? 

 

 What types of domestic violence against 
women happen in your community?  

 

 Who experiences violence in families most?  

Raising 
Awareness 

 Encourage public dialogue on DV, question itís 
legitimacy. 

 

 Begin talking about DV in the community ñ why it 
happens, its causes and negative consequences. 

 

 Create materials and facilitate activities that 
stimulate personal reflection. 

Introducing a gender-based analysis 
of DV 
 

Questioning legitimacy of practices 
and attitudes that violate womenís 
right to safety 
 

Breaking the silence around DV 

Engaging, Convincing, Inspiring 
 
NGO takes lead, initiates dialogue in 
community and strengthens capacity 
of stakeholders. 

 Domestic violence hurts all of us, not just 
women.  

 

 Domestic violence is a public, not private 
issue that needs attention. 

 

 Women experience many forms of violence 
ñ they violate her human right

http://www.raisingvoices.org

